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BY HENRY

We have received numargus requests from our réaders to reprint tl
appeared in the “Daily/Express"” of 17th Sggtember, 1928.
permisgfon of Mr. Henry Witliamson and by t}

The church in thé peaceful village
where T live has a tower of grey stone,
in which is a belfry. A clock with gilt
hands and Roman numerals shines in
the sonthern wail. Tt was built into the

sweat of their heavy drab clothes:
the files of carrving partics laden and
stagrering in the flickering moonkight
of gunfire; the "waves” of assanlling
tronps Iving silent and pale on the tape-

heee ety towerzas a memorial to these men of  lines of the jumping-off places . ..
age / the parish who fell in the great war. Again T crouch with them while the
!\iwnﬂn—khe-peﬁ,h—nﬂmfdimc(l steel glacier mshing by just overhead
scralleitieadist-of-the-pames—of-those  scrapes away every syllable, every
3 whe-dicd-not-come-home. frazment of a message bawled into my
&%.d/j ) Sometimes, when lhe ringers go up car, while my mind begins to stare
j into the room where hang the ropes  fixedly into the bitter dark of im-
et withh the coloured sallies, I go with minent death, and my limbs {remble
X . them, climbing on up the worn stone and stiffen as in an icicle, while the
Pt Toter P [ "\c;try-n piral stairway, tohet gaping, smoking parapet above the
P ;I;"IE%,E‘ s (‘I‘hv—mlﬁ'\‘i‘.‘énl wheels begin - rim of my hehnet spurts and lashes
~ e proals the helle hegin to swing, and with machine-gun hnllets . a4,
e o the tower trembles. Then with a Until in the flame and the rolling
o lfe f‘""‘ dinning crash the metal tongnes smite smoke [ see men arising and walking
elnr, o~ the deep bronze mouths, and an forward; and I go forward with them,
o M\ immense torrent of sound pours out of as in a nightmare wherein some seem to

the narrow dootway.

The sreat sound sweeps other thought
away into the air, and the earth fades;
& s )the powerful wraith of those four years
ol the war enters into me, and the
torrent becomes the light and ¢langour
of massed guns that thrall the senses.

1 take the weight and strength of
the barraze, and grow mighty with it,
until it hecomes but a seam of sound
nicked with flashes and puny in space
and time controlied by the vaster roar
ol stars in their age-long travail throngh
clemental darkness. T see all life
created by those ﬂ'«lmmg suns of the
night, and out of life arises a radiance,
wan and phantasmal and pure, the
light of Khristos.

The wraith of the war, glimmering
with tiis inner vision, bears me to the
wide and shattered country of the
Spmme, tocvery broken wood andtrench
and sunken lane, among the Dbroad,
straggling belts of rusty wire, smashed
and twisted in the chﬂkv loam, while
the ruddy clouds of brickdust hang over
the shelledd villages by day, and at
night the castern herizon roars and
buhbles with hight.

And everywhere in these desolate
places T see the faces and figures of
enslaved men, the marching ‘columns
pearl-hued wn‘.h chalky dust on_the

MJZ,»? uu&.-w,)
i <9 wad &

u_d-n'}’

?

pause, with bowed heads, and sink
carefully to their knees, and roll
slowly over, and lie still. Others roll
and Toll, and scream and grip my
legs in uttermost fear, and I have Lo
struggle to break away, while the dust
and earth on my {funic changes from
grey to red . qe

And T go on with aching feet, up
and down over ground like a huge
ruined  loneycomb, and my wave
melts awav, and the second wave
cames up, and also melts away, and then
the third wave merges into the ruins
of the first and second, and after a
while the fourth blunders into the
remnants of the others, and we hegin
to run forward to catch up with the
barrage, gasping  and swealing, in
bunches, anvhow, every bit of the
months of drill and rehearsal forgotten,
for who could have imagined that the
big pnsh was g.,mllg to be like this ? —

We come to wire that is uncut, and
bevond we see grey coal tle
heimets bobbing about, and the
of over-heated machine-guns wafting
away in the fountainons black smoke
of howitzer shells; and the loud
crackling of the machine-guns changes
to a sereeching as of steam heing Dlown
off by a hundred engines; and soon no
one

S
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article by an ex-officer
are able to comply wi
courtesy of the Editor of I

—~

he is left standing. And an hour : i
e TN '22;%%‘% &,,Tww ey
ey | 1-&""-"‘ Ek“ & fl'«. 5

the British Army which
their wishes the kind
“Daily Express.”

Tater onr guns are “hack en fhe first
objective,” and Kitchener’s Army, with
all its hopes and beliefs, has found its
grave on those northern slopes of the
Somne battleficld,

A year drifts by, and T am standing
on a duckboard by a flooded and foul
beck in the Salient, listening in the
flare-pallid rainy darkness to the cries i
of tens of thousands of wounded men ‘QI
last in the morasses of third Ypres., !
To seck them is 10 drown with them . ..
The living are still toiling on, homeless
and without horizons, deing dreadiul
things under heaven that none want to
do, through the long wet davs and the
longer nights. the weeks, the months,
of a bare, sodden winter out of doors.

The survivors are worn out; some
of them, tested beyond breaking point,
put the muzzles of their rifles in their
mouths, in the darkness of the terrible
nights] and pull the trigger.

Those at home, sitting in armechairs
and talking proudly of patriotism and
heroism, will never realise the bitter
contempt and scorn the soldiers have for
these and otherabstractions; the soldiers
feel theyhave been hetrayed by the high-
sounding phrases that heralded the war,
for they know that the enemy soldiers
are the same men as themselves,
suffering and disillusioned in exactly
the same way. . o

And in the stupendous roar and
light-blast of the final barrage that
broke the Hindenburg line I sec only
one thing, which grows radiant before
my eyes until it fills all my world : the
sight” of a Saxon boy haif crushed
under a shattered tank, moaning
“Mutter, mutter, mutter," out of
phastly grey lips. A British soldier,
wonnded in the leg, and sitting neatby,
liears the words, and, dragging himsclf
Lo the dving bov, takes his cold hand

and says: “All right, son, if"- all G
right. Mother's here \nlh you.” at e
The bells cease drscenﬂ agal i L.
e world of the &Rd‘mnvl 1’ f’w‘& e 11

Vo Lsaty ;
A;:‘illup.k_‘—hﬁ-n
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