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The Orders for the Attack on the Hindenbur¢ Line
May 1917 — Henry Williamson’s own copy

621D DIVISION.
ORDER CP MHE DAY,

As tho Division will shkortly be going intc ocotion
4o take part in ito first great bubtle, the Idvisionnl
Jormonder dogires te assure 2ll ronks of hic corplote
confidenco in thoir cbility to defect the Gerran troops
opposed to then.

Phat the 62nd (Weet Riding) Division will maintain
itg reputation for staunchmess and grit - qualitioco fcr
vhich Yorkshironon have ever been fanmed - that they will
gein oll cbjectives and hold then against the nost determined
countor-attects, is the firm conviction of the General

0fficor who is preoud to be thelr Comrender.

/ /%7 i é(/./::zf aLh

s

“‘i\
.i

Major General.
Gommandlng 6ond {Vest Riding) Idvision.

Moy lst 1917.
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Le ; 1$e atoack on the
HINDENSURG LIND, ordered in 62nd.Division Crder No. 31 of 0.4.174
will teke placo on a date [ no% before April 16%h.) and a2t an hbﬁb
to be notified later, unless the enemy withdraw proviously on
account of tae attack of ‘the Third Army.

2. In addition to the Objectives 1aﬁi;down in the above Order, the
62n6.Division will be responsible fox the capture of SULILCOURT.
This will be cerried out by the 105th. Infanbiry Brigeds, less 1
Battalion.
The 2nd.sustralian Division will atvack on tho right of the
185%¢h. Infantry Srigade —— boundaries as shown on the attached skoteh.

o3

The Objectives, frontages and boundaries of the 186th. and 187th.
Infantry Brigades will bo as in 62nd.Division Order No.3l.
1 Sattalion of %hoe 185th. Infantry Brigade will be placed at the
disposal of G.0.C. 186th. Infantry Brigade to hold the 2nd. Objective
and release a battalion 186th. Infanbry Brigade to move forward ie¢
the 3rd. Objactive.

de The aGvance from the lst. Objective to the 2nd. Objeotive will
comnence at Zoro plus 1 hour and 15 minutes; tho advanoce from tho
£2nd. Objective to the 3rd. Objective will commenco at Zero plus
2 hours and 15 minutes. The hours mentioned in paras. 3, ¥ and 8
of 62nd.Division Order No. 31 will be amended zccordingly.

Ba. Battalions of 185%h. Infantry Brigade attacking BULLECOURT will'
© jump off at 2 minubes before Zero hour and will advence at the rate
of 100 yards in 2 minutes to the lst. Objeciive.

Ba 10bths. and 107th. Infantry Brigedes will form up under cover of
tlhelr own posts.

The 185th. Infantry Brigade will form up under cover of the posts
of 106th. Infaniry Brigade which covor the frontage of their attack,
and will form up on the railway line in U.27.d. and the road rumning
North in U.27.d, U.87.c. and U.27.a. L. 0.

The posts held by thc 187th. Infantry Brigado Weat 0f Us20.8.8.8.
will be talen over by & battalion of the 7th.Division on the
evening of tho 14th.April —- arrangcments to be made direct betlween
187th. Infantry 3rigade and 7th.Division.

7. The formations and method of attvack will be as laid down in
f2nd.Division Order Wo.3l, with the exception tuat the strong
bombing arty ordered %o be pushed Bastwards down tho German trench
from U.21.d.6e0. by the 186%i:. Infantry Brigade, and the 2 Compunies
D! Babiballon of the 186%h. Infantry Brigade ordered to 'mop' up o
{tlhe Western half of the village of BULNLEBOOURY, are cancelled. "
The right attacking battalion of the 186ta. Infantry Brigade will s
howovery have parties detailed :-

{n) To push into BULIBCOURT from the West, an

(h) D6 bomb down the trench N. of the villagq}én the event of
Fi tie 185th. Infantry Brigade falling to reach thet tyench
' before tlie barvage lifis. §o : ¥ F

{4a 105%h. Infantry Brigade will detail & cwecial bombing parby to
leal with the Geiman Lrench on the Bast of the village in U.28.4.
185%h. Infantry 3rigszde will not advance boyond the treneh
North of BULLLOOURT running from U.2Llcdebub. t0 U.22.8.9.3.
After leaving the 1lst. Cbjcotive, the 186th. Infaniry Brigaede-
- ~will tuerefore prolong thelr right and be responsible for gaining
‘and maintaining toueh with the 2nd. Australian Division, speglal

: 1%(;,{

attention being paid to the Sunken Roads running N.E. in Us2
‘-whoraf i

‘.
i,
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16,

7.

Goples 1o:

4 - ,

whore strong parties-bf she enemy a¥s liable to be meb withs

in place of the strong baitls patrols mentioned in
parya. 8 of Division Order No. 31, 1 Battalion of the 1B6thi
Tnfantry Brigade and 2 Componios of ‘tho 187th. Iafantry Brigads
will push forward at Zero hour plus 2 hours and 15 mimuted undow
on artillery barrage to the 3rd. Objectives ’

Amended artillery programume will be igsued later.

1 Brigade of the ’?‘i:h.])ivisg’n will be in Roserve in the
valley North West of MORY, in place of 185th. Infantry Brigades

Orders re Tanks will bo issued later.
LIATSON.
Tiaison Officers will be detailed betwoen :-
6snd.Divisional Headqusrtors and 2nd. Augtrelian Division.
1B5+th. Infantry Brigade and Loft Brigede gnd. Augtralian Divisioxs
Right Battalion 185%h. Infambry Brigade and Left Battalion
end. Australian Division.

heso Officers will koep their own units informed of Pha

progress of the Units to which thoy arc attaciwed.

Watches will be synchronised at 12 noon,and 5 p.ms o0
Y' day.

" BEPORT CENTRES.

HWHH

Divisional Report Centre i—— Bul34sb.2.3.

186th.Infantry Brigade
»186th.Infantry Brigade. B.17.8.8.7.

187th.Infantry Brigade

With the above execoptions 62nd.Division Ordsr Ko,3L.
and Instrucitions for atiback on the HINDENBURG LINE will held
good.

N

ap
issued at i éffz ILieut.Colonal,

General 9taff, 6End.Division.

ACKNOWLEDGE. £/ ew - TCu A veem

1 A.D.C. for G.G.0. 28-23 V.Corps

2 G.B.CGelo 24 V.Corps 'Q!

3-5 1G7 25 V Corps H.4.

6 Q! 26 7th.Divn. i
7 @e0.GaRoAs 27 Angac Gorps

8 C.R.E- x 28 2nd, Aust.Divn.

8~1.0 185th. Iaf:3de. 29 2lst.Divn.

11-12 igsth. 4o 30 4th.Cav.Divn.

13-14 187th. do 31 No.ll Coy.H.Babb.M.G.007,
15 Signals 32 P.5pooial Coy.R.E.

16 feDoMoe 33 vV Coyps M.G.O0fficer

17 A.P.HM. 34 vV Coxpe Cav.Regb.

18 201lst.M.G.Goye ;

19 208th.M.G.Co¥F, 2 ]

20 212%h.1M.G.00F,
21 213th.M-G.Coys
z Sketeh attached.
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Be=CR 2T
’ TH F2UCRICHS HOR o0 Ok O 907 dINDLNBURE LINS HO,. 5.
T A ¥ X 8.
L 6 Trrnko will casist the 62nd Divigion in the atinel on tae

HING. NDURS LINZ.
2 Theilr tacks wili he nllotted ag followe :-

lst 03

J..CTIV 3.

One Holr wilil agoigt in the caﬁ&ure of BUL300UR% wnd
trenches on the ogt omnd Fowxth of thet villeje,
deeling with any strong points thxt may bhe noldiny ouvt.

One »oir will be rvesponazille for tienchec Jest oif
DU LC0UAT a3 for 8 Ula2l.2.9.54

One oir will be resnonuible for the trench sysien from
UeRlene 345, ©O the gtvrony voint at U.20.bs inclucive.

2nd ORI CLIV.I:
Jaszn the Imxontey move forw.rd tanls will advonce
oonforming tc the horri;e.

Ons poir will be resgpensginle for JURITH ROLD ruaning
Worth thwouzh U.2l.a.2.0 and U.l5.c.

One »Hoir will bhe reg ongidls for treach running throuzh
Ue2lezaPabs = Uus15.445.0 =~ U 1.3.:1.9 4, and any
adjecent dtrong pednts. o j
One p»air 7111 a2ssist the Infortey in U.22.0 ond U.22.8
B A11 Tankg will soelet in the ocpbure of the 2nd Objeciive,
ecch font overaving in its allovied crea.
4y The ks will followr the Infentry as oclosely ce Hocsible,

but the Ind.ntery wlll net walt for the Tonks,

5. LOEHD.T
Tieut-Colonal.

20.4.1517, Gensr.-l 3vefT 62nd Division.
Conies to 1=

e WeCs Tor &.0.0, 7 Corpa (2}

G.3.0. 1 V Coroes H.le.

oy Y4h Divno.

CroDa G Tiin sngoce Coips,

Ol lie gnd fust, Divn.

185th fDrizede. 33rd Divn,

186th Srig-de. V Coiae Cav, Rest.

18%+%h rigede. or Diexw (2) )

3ignols, )

2,01 au . Cov.

~...2(28't11 (-‘,-.Goy.
212th i ¢, Co; e
2lota k.<.Coy,
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1

CONFIDEIYIAL: NOT TO BE ISSUED TO CUNeHANUEAS OF LOWER hANK THAH
BATTALION, BATTERY AND ¢fIBLD COwPAIY UOMMAWDEAS, AND NOT TO BE
TAKEY INTO FROWT LINE THEHORES.

18/3/17. V_COhPS SUMinaRY OF INTELLIGEHOE. H0e205.
" PART I.
INFORMATION FROM QUk OWN FRONI.

OPERATIONS.

The enomy ocontinucd his withdrawal throughout tho night
of the 17/18th March, evacuating COUkOELLES, DOUCEY, AYETTE,
GOMIECOURT, MOYENKEVILLE and HAMELINGOURT and ERVILLERS.
Theso villagos are now ocou,iocd by our troops.

rhe Corps on our right have extonded thoir lino to
FREMICUUKT, BEUGNATKE, FAVREUIL, SAPIGNIES and aro pushing
patrols forward which havo now reachod MORY.

The Gorps on our loft is now in oocupation of ADINFER
W00D, ADIN¥ER, HEWUEQOURT, RANSART, DLAIREVILLE and FIOHEUX.

In all theso operations practically no opposition was mot
with from the enomy.

For our approximate lino sco attachod map.

EliEmY DISPOSITIONS.

Owing to tho rapidity of the onomy'e rotroat, it has
bhoon difficult to kcop touch. At the presont moment thorc is
no information to hand of the dispositions of his main troopso,
but his noarost line is part of the HINDENBURG pystom running
in o sputh-easterly diroction Hast of St.HMAKTIHSUR UOJEUL and
CROISILLES through BULLECOURT.

heports have beon recolived that enomy posts are situated
in a crater in front of ST.LEGER at be.3s.bs and also in
BGOUST 5T .MEIN.

Hostile cavalry patrols havo also boen seen on the road
botween ERVILLEKS and ST .LEGEK and S.W. of ECOOUST ST.MEIN in
G.7 and 8.

IDEMTIFICATIONS.

(a) A vory sevoroly wounded prisoner of tho 3rd Coy.55th
H.Il.h. (220th Division) was taken at QUESHOY FARu early this
morning. He stated that his company loft thoir normal soctor
noar KAHSART for BOIKY S5T.MARTIN early last night. &He, howover,
fell out and lost his way and wandorod about until ho was wounded
and found by our troops noar QUESNOY Fah .,

From his statcments, it appoars that tho 2280th Division
came into thoe KANSART arca on 28th February. He was ignorant
of the ordor of battle, but saild the 207th R.I.R. was on hia
loft.

As the prisoncr was 1n a dying oondition and halfl uyncone
pcious from morphis, his etatomonts should bo takon with
rosorvo.

(b) Two unwounded prisonors of tho 65th k.I.R.(220th Div.)
havo becn capturod at COUKCKLLES.

At tho timec oi writing these prisoners havo not yot becn

" pxamined.

4 sae
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ENEwuY'S_WITHDEAVAL PHEGAUTIONS.

{a} Fires are rsported this afternoon in ;-
BCIRY BECQUEKELLE.
BCTLY 5T .mARTIN
BOLSLEUX ST.MAKC
VAULX
VhAUCOURT
MOKEUIL
QUEANT
ST LhuER
ChOISILLES.
and many other firos wore observed in villages further uwast.
{v) It appears from observers! ropcrts that prastically all
cross-roads, level crossings, entrances to and exits from
villagos have bosn blown up. On severszl roeds troes have been
cut down to block the.roads. With the exception of the abovs,
-the roads are in good condition. ¥or position of tho above
mentioncd obstacles, sec attached map.
(c) 'The rails of the kailway from ARRAS — ACHIET-le-GRAND ~
BAPAUME have been torn from the Bleepers.

ARTILLIRY o

. {a) our Artiliery: Our artillery supported the advance of
our infantry and shelled the enemy's roads and tracks and usual
targots.

(%) Ensmy!B activity: Enamy 8 artillery activity has been
practically nil. Shortly after midnight 17/18th inst., tho
southern outskirts of BUCQUOY were shelled with 150 mm.

Our Gavalry report that the northorn exit of HAMELINCOURT
wag shslled with gas shells and tho CROISILLES -~ HAMELINCOURT
roed at A.6.0.2.5 Wwith long range shrapnol.

CAPTUKED DOCUMENT .

Eogiment td Ordar of 77&h Li.L. )

(1) The band will p”ouead on the 13/3/17 to wARQUION (6 miles
W. of CAMBEAI) and will te attached to the Infantry Fioncer
Company. Thoey will work on tho nsw position.

(1i) The Regimental Post Office should be trarieforred by rail
from ST.LEGEK to MARQUION and from here furthor by road to
SATNS L5S wARQUIOHS; so long as the Wield Fost Office remains in
ST . LEGEL ’

PAKT IX.

INFORMATION FROM OTHER SOURCHES.

4 .PRECAUTIONS FOk WITHDRAWAL.

A prisoner captured by the Army on our right states that
orders were given by the Germans to poison wells. The well at
BARLEUX was oxamined and found to he poisoned with arssnic.

The Army cn our laft report working parties on the
HINDEN5URG LINE.

All villages wsst of this lino aro in flames.
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ST. LEGER.

Lot il SRR SRR RS PR RCREH]

(Referencs ' 1/20,000 sheets 57c¢ N.W.

1.

7.

and 51b S.W.).

General. ;

a ST.LEGER, a village of 171 houses, stands in a valley
that of the Upper SENSELR, running from south-west to north-east.
There is high ground north and south of the villagse. In the
village itself the ground riess from north to south and the hil:
is steep. All villages in the neighbourho>d except CROISILLES
are hldden, but from the high ground south of the village there
1a a wide view in every direction.

(b) The neighbourhood of the village and the, villege
itself are particularly well wooded. There are largeo irees
along the roads at all the exits from the villag:, along the
banks of the stresam and in the orchards and pasiurss surrounding
the village. The gardens are enclossd by thick hodzes and
fences. Half the village area oconsists of the large chateau
park which is well wooded.

. Woods.

Apart from the planiations in the immediate mneighbourhood
of the village, there ore numerous small zopsos in the open
country beyond. Thess are intended to swvrve as cover fTor
partridges and are all shown on the 1/20,000 maps of the area.

Watercourse.

The SENSEE at this point is dry except ds the result of
heavy rain. It is from €& to 8 feot wide, znd its banks are
about 4 feet deep and not abrupt. The road bridges over the
watercourse marked on the map are all of brick.

Water Supply.
There is one largse pond on the roead to ERVILLERS. There
are 50 wellg, and the average depth of water lcvel is 40 feet.

Railway.

ST.LEGER is on the BOISLEUY-MARQUION rallway. Ths track
is brecad gauge and single. There is & "Halte" about T 28
central with a eiding and a loop line. East of the station
the line is embanked for about 1,000 yarde; through the village
it is level, from T 28 & 40 to T 87 b 71 it is embanked, and
from this point to T 27 a 19 it is in a fairly deep guitting.

Roads.

The roads are of the usual type; sunken at the sxita of
the village; slightly eunken or level in the open country.
There is & deep cutting on the road at the southern exit from
the village in B 4 b and d (the banks ares said to bs 27 fest
high). Practically every road is lined with trees as it lsaves
the village, those to VAULX-VRAUCOURT and MAISON RQUGE FARM
for a coneidsesrable distance.

The CROISILLES road passes undsr the rallway.

The ECOUST and VAULX-VRAUCOURT roade are unmetsiled.

Buildings.
By far the most important building is the chateau: Therse

are a few large brick farms and a brick sugar factory, but most
of the hcuses are small two gtoraysd farme, built of brick and
torcnis. Tharse are cellars to almost every houes, the only
important cnes being tihose under the chatsau and the factory.
JUDAS FARM, T 27 a 10, and ST.LRGER Mill T 21 4 92 are
important buildings awny fron tho village.

8,
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8. Undserground passagns,

Thers is said Lo bs-an undsrground gallery, onoe kilometr=a
long, at ST.LEGER: It is rather remarkable that although it
is at least 70 fest bslow the surface, tho soil cf ith2 passages
and roows ias of beaten:lay. In 13885. Juring the dluyriaz of 2
well, one of the strescs of this widergroind riliags was
diecoversd. 26 roums and stabies ware coanted, and shers ware
5 vent holes *that had providad venitilacioa and o<iis Tor tis
passage of smoks. for somo of iae rooad had Tirve vlacec. Tnese
ventilations had, however. collapsad. Tne 8Ts8a% Wed oalv D
fest wide, the rooms were about 8 feet aign by 9 Ibat sguars
and the doors 6 feet high. The entrance discovered was in the
garden af the chateau.

9. Quarry.
The quarry shown on the map at T 28 a 31 is rewnorted to
be from 15 to 20 feet deep.

'10. Obstaclesn.
one of the various terraces marked on the 1/80,000 map,
north-west and south-east of ST.LEGER arce high nor do they
present a sarious obstacle.

11. Scil.

The soil of the village and of the whole valley is chalk,
except that the bed of the stream is sandy. On the hills north
and south of the village the surface soil is clay.

12, Presont Uilitary Organization.

Up to tho present thore are no signs of any trenches
having been dug near ST.LEGER and the village appoars to be
quits undocfendad., Tho village has been consistently usod as
rest billets and for a long time there was a Divisional
Headquarters in the chateau.

13. Population.
784 before the war. Now all svacuated.

List of important buildings.

T 28 4 22. Chaterau standing in a large wooded park. There
is a parden botween the chatcau and the village
street. Betweon this garden and tho park there
is a Tailing. The house itzelf 15 old and
strong, with thick stone walls. Under wle house
there are larpge sellars and veulte. Aliached®
to the chateau there are good siables and Tarm

buildings.
? B4 b 8280. Church: a large building with a& tall belfry.

T 28 o 86, Sugar factory standing at the bottom or the
hiil It is not large but is strongiy built
with good cellars aand sevoral large shede.

T 28 ¢ 7054. Two storeyed brick house.

T 28 ¢ 8546. Large and strong farm,

T 27 a 10. JUDAS FARM: igolated, astride the BOYELLES road.

The briidinges north of the road ars gtrorgly i
built encé have thick walls. The coallara are
12 feet below the surface and divided into four
charmbsrs: they are vaulted with mascnry. There
is one enirance in the yard and one in the
house. Thsere 1s a pigeon lcft 20 feet high from
which there is a wide view. Thers is renort:zd
to be an vnisrzround gallery burpssetn the Tarm
and rcad, goscibly comracted witn the cellare.
T 21 d4.92. Strerny stere winamill on the BOIRY road: stands
high anéd ia ar. sxcellsnt O.P.
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A. GEKsAN BACK LIANS OF DECEWCE. (From G.H.Q.Summary).

& dosoroes. who had worked for gcme time on the

HIADENoUNG line noar CalibkAL, gavo the following information:-
{a) All duz-outs are made of concrote with head cover
of 4 to 5 mctres thickness.

%b Treonches are unrevetted but well built.

c No spocially built machine gun emplacoments had
heon mads,

(4) GConorote observation posts with about 5 motres
head cover, and a periscope protected by steel
platos, had been made-

(¢) The wire in front of St.QUENTIN was 15 to 20
yards doop.

{a) HINDEM. Ukt LINE.

(b} Air rcconnaissance yesterday morning wonfirms
the linc of itrenches previously roported by rofugees frsm
CANTIN past ARLEUX to MAKQUION. Just north of MARQUION the
1ine bonds off to tho wost, passing just N. of BaRALLE. A
continuation beyond this point could not bo obscrved.

Thoso portions of line which were observed aroc vory

strongly wircd, and consist in most places of both front
and support trenches,

(584) $.S,HILL-DILLON, Capte,G.5.,

for B.G.,u.5.,
V Corpsg.

STOP PRESS

Fred Crawford’s long awaited book on the controversy surrounding Richard Aldington and
T.E. Lawrence arrived after this issue of the HWSJ had been typeset. Thus there is ho room for a full
review but at least it can be drawn to your attention pro tem.

Fred D. Crawford, RICHARD ALDINGTON AND LAWRENCE OF ARABIA: A Cautionary Tale.

Southern lllinois University Press, USA, 1998.1SBN 0-8093-2166-1.

This book examines the extraordinary arena in which the combatants were Richard Aldingten and
his (then) sensational work Lawrence of Arabia: A Biographical Enquiry (Collins, 1955) versus a group
ostensibly led by B.H. Liddell-Hart and A.W. Lawrence (TE's brother and executor). In trying to protect
TEL this group (‘'The Lawrence Bureau’) went to great lengths to try to suppress Aldington’s book in
which he sought to clarify previous conceptions about TEL's life, particularly the mystery surrounding
his birth and his role in the Arab campaign in the First World War. When their ploy failed (although
the book was highly edited by result) they then tried to damage Aldington’s reputation so that the
book would not be taken seriously. Prof. Crawford’s book gives a clear and objective discussion of the
total scenario - in which Henry Williamson played a part (see Anne Williamson, ‘The Genius of
Friendship; Pt 1 ‘T.E. Lawrence, HWSJ, no. 27, March 1993, pp 18-35; Pt 2 'Richard Aldington, HWSJ
no. 18, Sept. 1993, pp 7-21). Crawford’s ‘Cautionary Tale’ illuminates the problems faced by one
biographer in discovering the truth — and warns us that similar situations still exist. It is appallingly
easy for truth to be suppressed or twisted to present a false picture. We know Henry Williamson
suffered (and still suffers) from the same syndrome.
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