
The Henry Williamson Society 
 

Spring Meeting 6-8 May 2022 
 
 

PROGRAMME 

 
Friday 6 May 
6.00 p.m.  Assemble in the hotel bar. 
7.00 p.m. Dinner in a private room. 
9.00 p.m. ‘An Imagined Village? – In search of Rookhurst’. Talk by John Akeroyd 

 

Saturday 7 May 

8.00 a.m. Breakfast in the main dining area. 

10.30 a.m. Assemble in Reception. From the hotel we drive to Dinton on the 

B3089 towards Salisbury (HW’s ‘Shakesbury Road’).  

Gather at car park near the church. 

Walk to see Philipps House and Hyde’s House, both candidates for 

Fawley House, childhood home of Willie Maddison. There are other 

familiar elements: a ‘longpond’, beech and mixed woodland and a 

village with some old and thatched houses. 

We can also walk down to the former railway station (‘The Halt’) – 

from here, in World War 1 and after, a branch line led to Fovant 

camp. 

1.00 p.m. Pub lunch in Dinton. 

2.00 p.m. We retrace HW’s 1921 journey west along the B3089, including 

Teffont (where HW collected his ill-fated water buttercups for the 

trout stream at Filleigh), Hindon (close association with W.H. 

Hudson’s A Shepherd’s Life) and a quarry lime kiln echoing scenes 

in The Beautiful Years. Then to Mere, where HW stayed at ‘The 

Ship’ on his 1921 journey to Devon. Finally, back to Shaftesbury, 

with memories of HW’s works; also scenic Gold Hill (Hovis ad), Gold 

Hill Museum open until 4.30 p.m. 

6.00 p.m. Gather in the hotel bar. 

7.00 p.m. Dinner in a private room. 

9.00 p.m. Illustrated talk on ‘The Springhead Trust & Rolf Gardiner’ by Edward 

Parker. (TBC) 

 

Sunday 8 May 

Possibility of a walk, including bluebell woods and other local sights, or on the 

Downs above Mere around the Deverills, related to Phillip and Richard Maddison’s 

conciliatory walk in The Power of the Dead. On the way home (or on the way to the 

meeting), there are the WWI Fovant Badges on the A30 and Salisbury Cathedral. 

And, of course, Avebury and Stonehenge are not far away! 


